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178 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 



(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 



(CONTINUED.) 



R. O. June 6, 1778. 

The supernumary Arms in the . . to be delivered 

in to the Quarter Master Immediately, such of the Preasent 

. . . . is Judged not able to march must deliver in their 
Arms likewise. The awkward Squad must turn out twice a day 
to be drilled in the Manual .... the Serjeants will be 
perticular in seeing they are brought on the Parade as they shall 
be answerable for the neglect. 



G. O. Headquarters June 6, 1778. 

Brigadier Gen'l tommorrow Patterson. 

F. O. Lt. Col. Coleman & Maj'r Moore. 

Brigade Major Banister. 

Inspector from Huntingtons. 

At a Gen'l Court Martial whereof Col. Chambers was Presi- 
dent June 2, 1778, Captain Stake 1 of the 10th Pensylvania 
Regt. Tryed for propogating a report that Colo'l Geo. Nagle' 
was seen on the 15 of May drinking either Tea or Coffee in 
Serjeant Howarft's Tent with his whore her Mother the said 
and his Family to the prejudice of good Order and Military 
discipline. The Court haveing Considered the Charge and 
evidances, are unanimously of opinion that Capt. Stakes Justi- 

1 Jacob Stake entered the service as 3d Lieutenant of Miles' Pennsyl- 
vania Rifle Regiment 15th March, 1776; Captain coth Pennsylvania No- 
vember 12, 1777; afterwards in 1st and 3d Pennsylvania, and served to 
close of the war. 

'George Nagle, Lieutenant -Colonel 9th Pennsylvania October 25, 
1776, to rank from August 21, 1776; Colonel 10th Pennsylvania February 
7, 1778; retired July 1st, 1778. 
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fycation is sufficiant & do acquit him of the Charge exhibited 
against him. The Gen'l approves of the acquital. At the 
same Court Lt. Samuel Jones* of the 15 Virginia Regt. Tryed 
for concealing and denying that he had in his possession a pair 
of Mittings belonging to Capt. Hull — 2ndly Gameing on the 12 
of May and Sundry other times 3dly behaveing in a manner 
unbecomeing a Officer and Genteman in treating Captain Hull 
with abusive Language whilst under an arrest and indeavouring 
to incence the Officers of his Regiment against him. The 
Court haveing Considered the Charges and the evidances are 
of opinion that Lt. Jones is Guilty of the Charges exhibited 
against him being breaches of 5th Article of the 18 Section 
of the Articles of War of repeated Gen'l Orders & of the 21 
Art'e 14 Sect'n of the Articles of War & do Sentance him to 
be discharged from the Service. The General is intirely dis- 
posed to believe from the representation he has received in 
favor of Lt. Jones that he was incapable of haveing retained 
the Gloves with a fraudulent intention, but as he has been 
Clearly proved to have been Guilty of the pernitious practice 
of Gaming which will inavoidably meet with marks of his dis- 
aprobation, he Confirms the Sentance of dissmising Lt. Jones, 
at the same Court Lt. John Roberts of 2 N. Carolina Regiment 
Tryed first for behaveing in a Scandelous & infamous manner 
such as is unbecoming the Character of an Officer & Gentleman 
2ndly for absenting himself from Camp without leave. The 
Court haveing Considered the 1st Charge and the evidance 
are unanimously of opinion that the facts Staited in evidance 
do not amount to Scandalous & infamous behaviour and do 
acquit Lt. Roberts thereof — haveing Considered the second 
Charge and the evidance are unanimously of opinion that Lt. 
Roberts is not Guilty of the second Charge exhibited against 
him and do acquit him. The General approves the acquitance, 
is sorry to see little personal disputes between Officers which 



* Samuel Jones, 2d Lieutenant 15th Virginia November 25, 1776; Regi- 
mental Paymaster January 7, 1777; 1st Lieutenant 1st Virginia Septem- 
ber 1st, 1777. He was restored on June 11, 1778. He was a different 
person from Samuel Jones, 1st Lieutenant 1st Virginia April 1st, 1780, 
Captain January ist, 1780, who retired February 12, 1781. 
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cannot with propriety be drawn into Military offences made the 
Subject of Court Martials. 

S C P 

Detail for Guard i 19 

In Guards .... 18 

Quarter Guard ... 16 

1 3 23 



Head Quarter June 7, 1778. 

Brigadier Gen'l tomorrow Wayne. 

F. O. Lt. Colo. Haskell & Maj'r Mingis. 

Brig'e Maj'r Haskell. 

Inspector from Varnoms. 

The Court Martiall whereof Colo. Chambers was Presidant is 
disolved and another Ordered to set to morrow at the usual 
Place to Try all Persons that shall be brought before them 
Colo'l Levenston will Preside — each Brigade gives a Captain for 
the Court — a General Court Martial to set to morrow morning 
at 9 O'Clock at the Gulph Mill to Try all Persons that shall be 
brought before them. Lt. Colo. Smith will Preside, 4 Captains 
& 8 Subs from Colo. Jacksons Detachment to attend as Members. 

The Court of Enquiry whereof Colo. Johnson was President 
May 29, '78, Report as follows — 

The Court duly Considering the Charge exhibited against 
Colo. Parke' and his defence, are of opinion, that he is Guilty 
of haveing been absent from Camp without leave, but that he is 
not Guilty of neglect of duty whilst in Camp — The Court 
takeing into Consideration the perticular Circumstances attend- 
ing Lt. Colo. Parks absence and the punishment he has allready 
indured in Consequance of his Arrest and suspention from Duty 
beg leave to recommend him to his Excellency as worthy of 
acquital. The General restores Lt. Colo. Park to his Command. 

The Hono: Congress haveing been pleased to Come to the 



'There is no Colonel or Lieutenant-Colonel Parke or Parks in Heit- 
man. Perhaps an officer named Parker is meant. 
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following Resolution respecting the establishment of the Army, 
In Congress May 27, '78. 

All Officers will be Care full to make themselves acquainted 
with the establishment and Govern themselves accordingly. 
The Commissaries will be perticularly observant of what Relates 
to their department, with respect to Rations Subsistance Money 
Till the Regim' ts shall be arranged agreeable to this establish- 
ment, the nomination of Regimental Staff Officers, according 
to the mode hear pointed out is to be suspended. 

S S C P 
Guard . . . . 1 109 

3 days Com'd . . . 1 3 

In Guards ... 18 

Quarter Guard . 16 

21 2 26 



G. O. June 8, 1778. 

Brigadier General tomorrow Muhlenburg. 
F. O. Colonel Ramsey & Maj. Talbert. 
Brigade Major Alden. 
Inspector from the N. Carolina. 

Capt. John Mercer 8 of the 3d Virginia Reg't is appointed Aid 
De Camp to Major General Lee & is to be accordingly respected. 

S C P 

Guard 1 12 

In Guards ....11 8 

Q. Guard .... 16 

2. 2. 26 



G. O. Headquarters June 9 1778. 
Brigadier Gen'l tomorrow Woodford. 

5 John Francis Mercer, 1st Lieutenant 3d Virginia February 26, 1776; 
wounded at Brandywine September 11, 1777; Captain September, 1777, 
to rank from June 27th of that year ; Major and Aide -de Camp to Gen- 
eral Charles Lee June 8, 1778; resigned October, 1779; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Virginia Militia October, 1780, to November, 1781. He was son 
of John Mercer, of "Marlborough," Va.; was Governor of Maryland 
1801-1803, and died August 30, 1821. 
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F. O. Colonel Smith & Major Poland. 

Brigade Major Johnson. 

Inspector from Woodford's Brig'e. 

After the dismissing of the Old Guards the Brigadier & field 
Officers of the proceeding day are to assemble at the Provost 
Guard and examine into the Charges of the several Prisoners 
their and the circumstances attending them and discharge all 
such as appear to be improperly Confined or the length of whose 
imprisonment may be deamed a sufficient punishment for their 
Crimes or whose offences are so trifling as to make the process 
of a G. C. Martial unnecessary — this is to be a standing Order, 
thay are also to be sent to their Brigades & Regiments all those 
who ought to be Tryed by a Brigade or Regimental Court, 3 
Captains & 9 Lieutenants are wanted to Officer the Company 
of Sappers as this Corps will be a School of Engineering it 
Opens a prospect to such Gentlemen as enter it, and will persue 
the necessary Studies with diligence, of becoming Engineers and 
Raising to the important imployments attached to that profession 
such as the derections of fortifyed places &c. The Qualifycations 
required of Candidates are that thay be natives and have a 
knowledge of Mathematicks and drawing or at least be disposed 
to imploy themselves in those Studies they will Give in their 
Names at Head Quarters. 

The Army is to take a new Camp to morrow morning at 8 
O'Clock the whole is to be in Readyness accordingly & to march 
to their Respective Ground of Encampment which will be pointed 
out for each Division by the Q. M. General. 

At a Division Court Martial June 7, '78, L'f Colo Bedlaw 
President Adjutant Allen Colo Jacksons Regiment Tryed first 
for repeated disobedience of Orders 2dly for abusive Language 
to Maj Hull & Refuseing to leave his hutt when Ordered 
unanimously found Guilty of the Charges exhibited against him 
& Sentenced to be discharged the service — The Commander in 
Chief approves the Sentence & Orders it to take place. 



B. Orders June 9, 1778. 
At a Brigade Court Martial held the 3d June 78, whereoi 
Major Dickenson was President, Edward Price of the first Vir- 
ginia State Regiment Tryed 1st for Desertion and 2dly for Re- 
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ceiveing the Bounty and comeing in the room of Wm. Sutton in 
Capt Pooseys Company of the 7 Virginia Regiment found Guilty 
& Sentenced to Receive 100 lashes for each Crime — The Briga- 
deir approves the Sentence but in Consideration of sum Circum- 
stances attending his Crimes and the Character his Officer gives 
him thinks Proper to remit one half of his Punishment the re- 
maining Part of the Sentence to be put in execution immediately. 

Peter Muhlenburg. 

S C P 

Detail for Guard 1 1 12 

Weeks Command ... 1 3 

Quarter Guard ... 19 

1. 3- 21 



G. O. Head Quarters, June 10 1778. 
Brigadier Gen'l to morrow Poor. 
F. O. L't Col'o Harmour & Maj'r Gaskins. 
Brigade Major Marshall. 
Inspector from Scotts Brigade. 

Field Officers for Command L't Col. Heath Major Allison for 
Fatigue Col'o Brewer L't Colonel Miller Major Hopkins. 

C S S C P 
for Guard . . 1 

Weeks Command . 1 

3 Days Do. 
In Guards 

2 
Fatigue . . . 1 
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B. O. June 11, 1778. 
A Brigade Court Martial to set today at 10 O' Clock Colonel 
Parker Presidant to Try all the Prisoners in the Brigade to set 
at the Presidants Quarters. 



C S 
1 2 
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R. O. A Regimental Court Martial is to set at n O'Clock 
for the Tryal of all the Prisoners in the Quarter Guard. 

G. O. Head Quarters June n, 1778. 

Major Gen'l tomorrow Lee. 

Brigadier Gen'l to Morrow Scott. 

F. O. Lt. Colonel Brent and Major Tubbs. 

Brigade Major Minnis. 

Inspector from 1 Pennsylvania. 

Some misunderstandings and mistakes in Consequence have- 
ing arrisen with respect to Major Generals Command, the Com- 
mander in Chief derects that till a more perfect araingment Can 
be made under the new Establishment or till further Orders on 
this head, each Maj'r Gen'l is to Command the Division hereto- 
fore assigned them previous to the late disposition for a march, 
but in Case of an allarm or any other Gen'l movement of the 
Army the three eldest Maj'r Gen'ls present &• fit for duty are 
during the occation to Command the Right & left wings and 
second line of the Army agreeable to the Gen'l Order of the 23 
of May last, the N. Carolina Brigade is to supply the Place of 
Maxwells in L'd Sterlings Devision till further Orders. — upon 
fireing the Signal Guns for an alarm the Troops are to form 
immediately in front of their Respective Brigades & are to be 
marched by the Senior Major Gen'l as above, to their Respec- 
tive alarm posts. — the 1st & 2d Maryland & Varnoms Brig'e 
are to draw up in front of their respective in Campments & 
send to the Comm'd in Chief for Orders. A Major Gen'l is to 
be appointed for the day, who with the Brigadier & other field 
Officers on that duty are Carefully to attend to the Police & 
good Order of the Camp, they are allways to be on the Grand 
Parade Guard mounting & when the Guards are marched off 
the Major Gen'l will make a distribution of the several duties 
of the day amongst the field Officers of it, he is to Receive & 
Report to the Command' r in Chief all the remarkable occur- 
ances which happened during the tour of duty & will attend in 
an especial manner to the Order of the 9 Instant, respecting 
Prisoners, as their is reason to believe that many of them are 
improperly detained in the Provost. — All unnecessary waist 
of timber is to be avoided, the Commanding Officers of Brig- 
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ades will know that their Q. Masters tend perticular to this 
bussiness, the Commander in Chief having received ample 
testimony of the General good Character & behaviour of Lt. 
Jones who was Sentanced to be discharged the Service by a 
Gen'l C. Martial which Sentance was approved by him on the 
6th Instant & being further satisfyed by Gen. Woodford Scott 
& other Officers that the Gentleman is not adicted to the Vice 
of Gameing. Restores him to his Rank & Command in the 
Regiment he belonged to & in the Line of the Army. 

At a Brig'e C. Martial June 2, 1778 Lt. Col. Adams President 
Capt. Norwood' Tryed for Refuseing to Comply with a Gen'l 
Order Issued expressly for Releave of Troops on Piquet founded 
on the necessity of the Case, & which at that Period cou'd not 
be otherwise remeded found Guilty of the Charge exhibited 
against him, & Sentanced to be privately repremanded by the 
Officer Commanding the Reg't to which he belongs. The 
Comm'r in Chief utterly disaproves the Sentance as altogether 
inaddequate to the offence the mutinous & dangerous Spirit 
which actuated Capt. Norwood merited in his opinion the most 
exemplary punishment he is to be released from his arrest. — At 
a G. C. Martial June 5, '78, Colo. Chaimbers Presid't Lt. Colo. 
Hubly T of the 10 Pens'a Regim't Tryed for malitious behaviour 
in being the occation of Colo. Noggles signing a false Return 
to the injoury of his honour & Contrary to good Order & 
Military Discipline in the Case of Capt. Lang who as Colo. 
Hubly told Colon' 1 Noggle was absent without leave, tho he 
had Colo. Hubly's & Gen'l Wains Orders to remain at Lancas- 
ter till the bussiness he was sent on was perfected after mature 
deliberation the Court are unanimously of opinion that Colo. 
Hubley is not Guilty of the Charge exhibited against him, & do 
acquit him with honour. The Command'r in Chief Confirms 
the opinion. — At the same Court Capt. Redman* of late Pattons 

•Edward Norwood, Captain 3d Maryland Battalion of the Flying Camp 
June to December, 1776; Captain 4th Maryland December 10, 1776. 

'Adam Hubley, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commandant nth Pennsylvania 
February 13, 1779; retired January 17, 1781. 

•Probably John Redman, Paymaster Miles' Pennsylvania Rifle Regi- 
ment October, 1776, to January, 1777 
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Regim't Tryed for missconduct on the night of n of last April 
first neglecting to Guard the Passes by which means Capt. Hum- 
phrey was Surprised, 2d in not Comeing to Captain Humphrey 
assistance when he was attacked by the Enemy, the Court are 
unanimously of opinion that Capt. Redman is not Guilty of the 
first Charge exhibited against him & do acquit him, there of 
opinion that Capt. Rebman is Guilty of the Second Charge 
exhibited against him, they think that his Reasons for not 
marching to the assistance of Capt. Humphrey was sufficient & 
do unanimously acquit him with honour, the Com'r in Chief 
Confirms the opinion of the Court. — At the same Court Wm. 
Powell Soldier in Colo. Angles Regiment was Tryed first for 
desertion 2d Reinlisting 3d perjury, found Guilty & Sentanced 
to receive 300 lashes 100 for each, & to Return to Colo. Angles 
Regim't, approved so far as 100 lashes, likewise Edward Con- 
nelly Soldier in Colo. Harrison* Regim't of Artillery Tryed first 
for deserting to the Enimy & 2d for Reinlisting in Colo. Welt- 
ners Regiment found Guilty of the Charges exhibited against 
him & Sentanced to Receive 200 lashes 100 for each Crime 
approved the same as Powells, the Sentances against Connelly & 
Powell to be put in execution tomorrow morning at Guard 
mounting at the head of their Regiments. The Grand Parade 
is assigned in front of late Conways Brigade at the new in 
Campment. field Officer? for Fatigue Colo. Becker Lt. Colo. 
Harney & Major Winslow. 

C S S C P 

Detail for Guard . 117 

Fatigue . 11 9 

In Guard . . 28 

Quarter Guard . 1 6 



30 



(to be continued) 



• Charles Harrison, Colonel Virginia Regiment of Artillery November 
30, 1776; Colonel 1st Continental Artillery January 1, 1777, to rank from 
November 30, 1776, and served until June, 1783. He was a brother of 
Governor Benjamin Harrison. 



